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study of English sources must determine whether Elizabeth's shifting
policy and the resultant uncertainty and delay which at this time
disheartened Cumberland (and Raleigh) did indeed frustrate a
design on Havana, i.e., on the plate either approaching that harbour
or sheltered in it.
It had been the intention to send Oribe Apallua to the Indies with
a strong armada to bring the 1592 fleets home in safety. Before the
end of April this plan was necessarily abandoned and Luis Alfonso
Flores was ordered1 to escort the Tierra Firme fleet to Havana.
Similarly, Martin Perez de Olazabal, who had brought a New
Spain fleet into Vera Cruz at the end of September, I59I,2 was in-
structed to proceed to that port.
Aware that enemies lay in wait, Luis Alfonso Flores with the
frigates and Francisco de Leiva with the Mainland fleet remained
at Cartagena until their course was clear.3 They did not come into
Havana until early October, 1592. Not until two months later did
Martin Perez appear with the New Spain fleet.4 He had lost some
ships at sea by storm. As said, the enemy had vanished before the
approach of hurricane weather but they had lingered long enough
to compel the Spaniards to navigate dangerous seas in the most
dangerous period of the year. In the middle of November orders were
issued according to which frigates and fleets wintered in Havana.5
Not until 9 March, 1593, did they set sail for home, being about
40 sail, three warships among them. The vice-admiral of the New
Spain fleet was lost in the vicinity of Bermuda. Martin Perez de
Olazabal died suddenly at sea. By the end of April, however, the
frigates had set safely ashore at La Terceira the bullion, the pearls,
the emeralds. By the end of July, 1593, that treasure had reached
Seville6 of which the English seamen dreamed in vain even as they
1 A. de /., 139-2-1, Indiferente General 433, n, ff. 85 reverse, 92, 93 reverse, 94
reverse, etc.; i6jetseq.
*A. de /., 42-1-9/4, Gontratacion 5109, various, among them Martin Perez de
Olazabal to the House of Trade, San Juan de Ulua, November 26,1591.
3 A. de /., 42-1-10/5, Gontratacion 5110, General don Francisco Martinez de
Leiva to the House of Trade, from Havana, October 8,1592; 140-7-36, Indiferente
General 742, for a narrative of the voyage and a despatch, Luis Alfonso Flores to
the House of Trade, from Havana, October 8,1592.
* A. deL, 42-1-10/5, Contratacion 5110, Martin Perez de Olazabal to the House
of Trade, Havana, December 22,1592.
5 A. de /., 139-2-1, Indiferente General 433, n, f. 180 reverse, tfdula to Luis
Alfonso Flores, from Viana de Navarra, November 15,1592 and others immediately
following.
6 A. de /., 153-2-3, Indiferente General 2686, depositions of Julian de la Vimera
and others; Bernabe de Pedroso to the Crown, Lisbon, May 7; Vicente Gonzalez to